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IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES. 

February 26, 1891.—Ordered to be printed. 

Mr. Sawyer, from the Committee on Pensions, submitted the follow¬ 
ing 

REPOKT: 
[To accompany H. R. 7910.] 

The Committee on Pensions, to whom was referred the bill (H. R. 
7910) granting a pension to John T. Ballard, have examined the same 
and report: 

The report on which this bill was passed by the House is concurred 
in and is as follows: 

The Committee on Invalid Pensions, to whom was referred the hill (H. R. 7910) 
granting a pension to John T. Ballard, submit the following report: 

From the records of the War Department it appears that John T. Ballard served 
in Company F, Eighth Michigan Volunteers, from April 1, 1865, to September 22, 
1865. These records furnish no evidence of any disability and the hospital records of 
the regiment are not on file in the War Department. 

Mr. Ballard filed a claim in the Pension Office on August 30,1876, based upon hav¬ 
ing contracted dysentery and indigestion while in the service near Pulaski, Tenn., 
about August 1, 1865. 

His claim was specially examined and finally rejected by the Pension Office on the 
ground of no record evidence of the disability in the service and failure to show by 
reliable testimony that his disease originated in the service or existed at discharge, 
and all of this in face of the testimony of soldier’s family physician, showing that he 
was sound at and before his enlistment; the testimony of the assistant surgeon of 
his regiment, a man of good reputation, showing treatment in service for dysentery 
of an obstinate character, which still existed at the time of discharge, and that of 
several comrades in arms to the same effect. 

Continuance of said disability with indigestion from date of discharge to 1882 is 
fairly well shown, but the special examiner seemed to have had the habit of calling 
all testimony in favor of the claim as “ biased in favor of claimant” and unreliable, 
and all such throwing doubts upon the case as “unbiased” and “ reputable.” It is 
claimed by the family physician that all of the Ballard family as they grew older were 
sufferers from liver disease, probably of hereditary character, yet neither he nor any 
of the other witnesses seen by the special examiner could testify that the soldier was 
a sufferer from such disease before or at his enlistment. 

The assistant surgeon made his affidavit in 1876. Seven years thereafter a special 
examiner of the Pension Office called on him, and because he could no longer remem¬ 
ber the man, yet admits the genuineness of his affidavit and signature, throws said 
testimony aside, upon the ground that he can not explain his affidavit. 

Reading the testimony as a whole, and comparing it with the “ summary,” as made 
by the special examiner, would lead any intelligent person to believe that it was the 
special examiner and not the witnesses who were biased in the case. 

Repeated medical examinations made between 1876 and 1882 revealed that Mr. 
Ballard was suffering from chronic gastric catarrh, and evidence filed since shows 
continuance of the disability. 

Your committee are of the opinion that the evidence is sufficient to warrant favor¬ 
able consideration of the accompanying bill, and therefore return the same with the 
recommendation that it do pass. 

The bill is reported favorably, with a recommendation that it do pass, 
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